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Films  of  troops  on  the  march  are  of 
course  all  right,  not  fakes,  and  entirely 
possible  to  make.  Films  of  artillery 
firing  are  also  not  fakes  as  a  rule,  for 
the  reason  that  the  guns  are  placed  far 
to  the  rear,  in  hidden  positions,  and  so 
are  accessible  to  the  moving-picture 
camera  under  favorable  circumstances. 
Needless  to  say  in  these  days  of  a  war- 
expert  people,  when  a  field  gun  is  fired, 
the  barrel  slides  violently  to  the  rear 
and  is  returned  to  battery  again  the 
next  second.  The  carriage  and  wheels 
do  not  move.  The  heavier  guns,  such 
as  the  six-inch  howitzers,  also  have 
their  barrels  sliding  back  under  recoil, 
but  the  carriage  also  moves  or  jumps 
under  the  blow.  If  you  are  shown  a 
picture  of  a  battery  firing,  and  the  bar- 
rels do  not  slide  back  a  distance  of 


three  feet  or  more  every  time  the  gun 
is  fired,  put  your  tongue  in  your  cheek 
— it  is  a  fake. 

The  machine  gun,  when  it  fires, 
trembles  very  apparently  even  in  the 
picture,  the  belt  or  clip  runs  swiftly 
through  the  gun,  and  a  procession  of 
empty  shells  comes  tumbling  out  of 
the  breech.  Depend  upon  it,  if  a  ma- 
chine gun  is  actually  firing,  you'll  see 
ample  evidence  of  the  fact. 

While  P.  T.  Barnum's  remark  as  to 
the  American  people  liking  to  be 
fooled  still  is  true,  this  applies  only  to 
things  in  Barnum's  peculiar  line  of  en- 
deavor. If  we  are  to  admit  movies  of 
the  war  to  this  class,  then  the  work, 
like  that  of  Barnum,  should  at  least  be 
clever  in  its  faking.  So  far  the  clever- 
ness is  absent. 


POISONED 
INTO  BLINDNESS 
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THE  growth  and  expansion  of 
commerce  and  industry — and 
even  the  discoveries  of  science 
— have  created  many  perils  so 
new  that  they  are  often 
ignored  or  else  not  so  much  as  even  rec- 
ognized. There  are  scores  of  things 
against  which  the  public  is  not  suffi- 
ciently warned  in  instances  where  a 
simple  label — backed  by  the  law — would 
prevent  many  a  sad  tragedy.  There  are 
commodities  sold,  and  toilet  articles  and 
drugs  of  supposed  innocence  in  daily  use, 
which  stand  as  a  constant  menace  to  the 
health  of  every  one. 

Consider  for  a  moment  the  case  of 
Citizen  Jones.    Mr.  Jones  is  just  one 


of  the  hundreds  of  victims  of  defective 
legislation,  or  of  the  absence  of  intelli- 
gent legislation,  and  through  absolutely 
no  fault  of  his  own.  The  deplorable 
condition  in  which  he  now  finds  himself, 
without  any  chance  for  relief,  would 
hardly  be  worth  while  telling  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  the  same  tragedy  can 
come  to  any  one  at  the  present  moment 
just  as  unexpectedly  as  it  came  to  Jones. 

In  brief,  Jones  was  dependent  on  his 
eyesight  for  a  living.  He  was  a  dia- 
mond cutter  until  the  recent  sad  occur- 
rence and  he  is  not  only  well-informed, 
but  cautious  as  well,  never  doing  any- 
thing of  which  common  sense  does  not 
approve. 
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very  hard,  and  they  pulled  the  triggers 
industriously,  but  not  a  rifle  moved, 
and  not  a  shoulder  was  shoved  back 
under  the  inevitable  drive  of  a  Mauser 
actually  fired.  (The  recoil  of  the  army 
rifle  is  such  that  the  shoulder  and 
sometimes  the  whole  body  of  the  firer 
gives  backward  under  the  drive  of  the 
rifle  when  fired  in  the  standing  or  off- 
hand position  as  these  were  being 
fired.)  In  other  words,  in  both  of 
these  fakes  the  posing  sol- 
diers— very  likely  real  ones 
so  far  as  that  goes — merely 
worked  the  bolts  of  their 
rifles  and  pulled  the  triggers, 
but  did  not  fire  a 
single  shot,  and 
were  not  fighting 
at  all.  # 
In  the  same 


blew  it  up.  No  movie  man  would  ever 
waste  film  playing  on  an  empty  land- 
scape for  a  full  minute.  Did  they  have 
advance  knowledge  of  the  coming  of 
that  shell,  that  they  held  the  camera  on 
the  shack  and  used  up  many  feet  of 
precious  film?   Apparently  so. 

The  truth  is  of  course  that  they 


"The  War  Lord 
OF  THE  Movies" 
The  director  pro- 
duces many  of  the 
genuine  "  film 
horrors. 


series,  we  were  shown  another  rank  fake 
— a  fake  so  apparent  that  I' am  surprised 
they  dared  show  it  and  claim  it  as  a  real 
happening. 

It  purported  to  be  the  explosion  of 
a  German  shell  in  a  little  farm  building 
of  some  sort,  and  we  were  implored  to 
watch  for  it.  The  scene  opened  with 
the  advance  by  rushes  of  a  battalion  of 
Belgian  infantry.  They  ran  out  of  the 
camera,  and  it  still  continued  to  play 
carefully  on  a  scene  devoid  of  human 
presence,  there  being  only  a  little 
15x15  shack  in  the  picture  in  the  mid- 
dle distance.  I  should  say  the  film  ran 
on  for  fully  a  minute  on  this  empty 
scene ;  then  the  shack  suddenly  fell  to 
pieces,  and  a  cloud  of  smoke  came  up. 

I  should  like  to  have  the  makers  of 
the  film  explain  why  that  camera  with 
its  precious  film  was  held  on  a  scene 
absolutely  empty  of  movement  and 
devoid  of  interest,  instead  of  following- 
up  the  troops  who  had  just  run  out  of 
the  picture — until  the  "German  shell" 
kindly  came  along  and  fell  on  that 
shack  in  the  center  of  the  picture,  and 


planted  a  bomb  in  the  shack,  and  cut 
the  fuse  a  bit  long,  and  of  course  had 
to  wait  for  it  to  reach  the  appointed 
powder,  and  produce  the  German-shell 
effect.  And  this  is  the  sort  of  guff 
handed  out  to  an  intelligent  people  as 
the  real  thing. 

Nobody,  knowing  the  resourceful- 
ness of  the  average  movie  man,  and 
the  way  movie  films  can  be  faked,  and 
the  rank  amateurish  way  in  which  the 
movies  usually  depict  battle  scenes 
anyway  in  their  film  plays,  need  be 
fooled  by  these  fake  war  films.  Rarely 
do  the  makers  use  even  common  in- 
genuity to  fool  the  public.  A  posed 
film,  frankly  a  posed  film,  using  the 
troops  and  trenches  of  the  belligerents, 
although  not  at  the  actual  front,  is  in- 
teresting in  that  it  allows  us  to  visual- 
ize how  the  real  thing  looks.  But,  to 
insult  our  intelligence  with  rank  fakes, 
obviously  posed  films,  masquerading 
as  the  real  thing,  is  to  arouse  one's 
anger  and  a  lively  desire  to  show  up 
the  perpetrators.  It  is  like  being  asked 
to  buy  a  gold  brick. 
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One  night  after  a  long  walk,  Jones 
returned  home  with  a  feeling  of  "stiff- 
ness" in  the  muscles  of  his  limbs.  That 
was  quite  natural.  It  was  quite  natural 
also  that  he  should  decide  to  give  himself 
an  "alcohol  rub"  before  retiring.  For  the 
present,  the  result  was  highly  satisfac- 
tory— but  when  Jones  awoke  the  next 
morning  he  was  blind ! 

What  had  happened?  What  was  the 
cause  of  this  sad  occurrence?  The 
answer  is  "wood  alcohol".  This  widely 
used  commercial  product  is  sold  under 
various  names,  the  most  common  being 
"Wood  Naphtha",  "Columbian  Spirits", 
"Wood  Spirit",  and,  alas,  too  often,  just 
plain  "alcohol".  Unlike  grain  alcohol, 
this  product,  which  is  daily  sold  in  such 
large  quantities  over  the  counter,  cannot 
be  used  either  externally  or  internally 
for  medicinal  purposes.  Internally  in 
any  moderate  quantity  it  frequently 
causes  death,  while  blindness  has  fol- 
lowed after  taking  as  little  as  two  tea- 
spoonfuls.  In  the  instance  of  Jones,  the 
druggist  from  whom  he  had  made  the 
purchase  had  labeled  the  bottle  correctly  ; 
but  Jones  did  not  know  the  danger  of 
using  it  externally.  As  a  consequence, 
he  is  blinded  for  life.  Nor,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  are  most  laymen  much  wiser 
than  he.  There  are  over  six  hundred 
tragedies  on  record  due  to  misinforma- 
tion in  regard  to  this  subject. 

Not  only  is  "wood  alcohol"  dangerous 
when  taken  internally,  but  blindness  has 
resulted  even  from  inhalation.  In  one 
instance  the  victim  was  engaged  in 
putting  a  coat  of  shellac  in  the  interior 
of  a  vat  in  a  manufacturing  plant.  He 
inhaled  the  fumes  and  went  blind  soon 
after.  In  another  instance  the  victim 
was  using  "wood  alcohol"  to  clean  some 
clothing. 

There  are  other  dangers  of  a  similar 
character  of  which  the  public  is  largely 
ignorant.  "Headache  powders"  and 
many  of  the  so-called  "rheumatism 
cures"  are  not  at  all  free  from  suspicion 
in  their  ability  to  cause  blindness  or  at 
least  a  partial  destruction  of  the  eye- 
sight.   Labeling  legally  and  properly 


under  the  Pure  Food  Act  is  no  guaranty 
that  these  may  be  used  freely  and  for 
an  indefinite  period  by  those  who  are 
unaware  of  their  possible  dangers  in  this 
respect.  Especially  does  this  hold  true 
of  the  great  bulk  of  the  above  remedies 
which  contain  large  quantities  of  the  so- 
called  "coal-tar"  products  such  as  "ace- 
tanilid",  "antipyrin",  "antifebrin",  and 
"salicylic  acid".  Serious  loss  of  vision 
has  been  known  to  follow  the  over-use  of 
all  of  these  drugs  when  self-prescribed  by 
those  who  recklessly  buy  and  indiscrim- 
inately swallow  these  preparations  week 
in  and  week  out. 

Even  such  a  commonly  used  and 
supposedly  harmless  drug  as  quinine  can 
and  does  frequently  cause  either  tem- 
porary or  lasting  blindness.  Every  phy- 
sician knows  this,  but  the  public  in  gen- 
eral does  not,  and  it  is  the  latter  who  al- 
ways suffers  because  of  this  perhaps  par- 
donable lack  of  information.  This  blind- 
ness due  to  quinine  generally  develops  in 
certain  susceptible  individuals  who  have 
been  taking  the  drug  for  a  long  period 
of  time.  The  quantity  necessary  to  pro- 
duce blindness  varies,  though  the  con- 
dition has  been  brought  on  by  as  few 
as  twelve  grains.  The  blindness  from 
this  cause  comes  on  quite  suddenly  and 
is  often  complete. 

In  view  of  the  many  "tonics"  which 
contain  quinine,  and  which  are  taken 
with  a  certain  amount  of  recklessness  by 
those  who  indulge  in  them,  it  would  be 
well  for  those  who  insist  on  their  con- 
tinuance to  learn  something  about  the 
quantity  of  quinine  in  them.  In  malarial 
districts  quinine  is  used,  of  course,  with 
about  as  much  freedom  as  common  table 
salt,  and  may  be  thus  safely  used  by 
those  who  are  actually  afflicted  with  ma- 
laria, for  it  seems  to  be  true  that  malaria 
in  the  system  offsets  to  a  great  extent  the 
possible  dangers  from  quinine.  At  any 
rate,  it  is  not  from  the  malarial  districts 
that  the  greatest  number  of  cases  of 
"quinine  blindness"  have  been  reported. 

Blindness  similar  to  that  caused  by 
wood  alcohol,  the  tar  products,  and  qui- 
nine is  frequently  caused  by  tobacco. 
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though  the  results  as  a  rule  are  less 
severe  and  lasting.  Most  smokers  do  not 
realize  the  risk  they  run,  especially  in 
the  long  continued  use  of  the  cheaper 
grades  of  tobacco.  It  is  the  nicotine  in 
the  tobacco  that  causes  the  blindness,  and 
naturally  this  poison  exists  in  greatest 
quantity  in  the  cheapest  and  poorest 
grades.  These  tobaccos  are  also  heavier 
in  weight  and  usually  contain  much 
moisture,  so  that  all  things  considered, 
if  a  man  will  persist  in  smoking,  he  will 
do  best  to  buy  the  light  weights  of  to- 
bacco and  cigars,  and  will  prefer  them 
"dry"  to  very  moist.  As  smoking  and 
the  use  of  alcohol  (not  wood  alcohol,  of 
course,  in  this  instance)  frequently  go 
together,  it  is  not  surprising  that  when 
this  combination  exists,  blindness  follows 
in  more  instances  than  when  either  to- 
bacco or  alcohol  is  used  alone,  for  the 
continued  use  of  alcohol  in  itself  often 
causes  a  state  of  partial  blindness. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  poor  grades 
of  tobacco  and  the  cheaper  and  impure 
alcoholic  beverages  can  and  do  bring  on 
a  certain  amount  of  blindness;  and  also 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  government 
obtains  a  tremendous  revenue  from  the 
licensing  of  the  sale  of  these  injurious 
products,  it  would  not  be  too  much  to 
expect  that  same  government  properly 
to  differentiate  these  various  poorer 
grades,  and  to  label  and  stamp  them  ac- 
cordingly. This  should  be  done  in  the 
interests  of  health,  if  for  no  other  reason. 
The  permission  of  the  sale  of  an  in- 
jurious grade  of  tobacco  or  spirits  by  any 
government  is  no  better  than  its  perform- 
ance of  the  same  function  in  respect  to 
such  dangerous  stuffs,  for  general  con- 
sumption, as  opium,  cocaine,  or  hasheesh. 

In  our  various  industries  there  also 
occurs  much  blindness  that  is  prevent- 
able. Twelve  per  cent  of  glass-blowers 
sufTer  from  cataract.  Some  of  the  men 
fall  victims  to  this  trouble  as  early  as 
five  months  after  taking  up  this  occu- 
pation. Outside  of  the  industries,  there 
are  certain  callings  which  predispose 
to  partial  blindness  because  of  con- 
tact with  certain  poisons.    Few  would 


imagine  that  seamstresses  frequently 
suffer  from  partial  blindness  because 
they  are  poisoned  by  lead  which  has 
found  its  way  into  the  system.  Tailors 
suffer  in  the  same  way.  The  trouble  is 
caused  in  both  cases  through  the  habit 
of  biting  thread  that  has  been  "weighted" 
with  "sugar  of  lead". 

Worse  things  are  happening  every  day, 
—unnecessary  things  that  cause  loss  of 
vision.    In  a  certain  town  there  is  a  fac- 
tory which  manufactures  little  novelties 
in  the  shape  of  rubber  goods.    Toys  for 
children  are  turned  out  by  this  and  simi- 
lar factories,  in  large  quantities.  Little 
do  the  children  know,  little  do  the  par- 
ents know,  at  what  cost  these  toys  are 
sometimes  produced.   A  chemical  known 
as  carbon  bisulphide  is  used  in  these 
factories.    On  the  young  women  em- 
ployed in  "dipping"  small  goods,  such 
as    children's    toys,    balloons,  tobacco 
pouches,  etc.,  into  a  bath  of  carbon  bi- 
sulphide, the  vapor  from  the  chemical 
has  a  peculiar  effect.    "Occasionally  on 
their  way  home  at  nights  from  the  fac- 
tory," says  a  scientific  observer,  "these 
girls  would  stagger  and  fall,  and  on 
reaching  home  would  sit  down  by  the  fire 
and  fall  asleep  without  touching  food. 
The  next  day  they  would  feel  shaky  and 
tremulous,  like  men  after  a  debauch,  and 
they  would  only  recover  their  steadiness 
after  they  had  again  inhaled  the  vapor 
from   the   chemical   over   which  they 
worked.    In  other  instances  the  carbon 
bisulphide  would  cause  acute  hysterical 
symptoms.  A  worker  would  become  talk- 
ative and  excited,  and  the  subject  of 
causeless  outbursts  of  laughter.    In  the 
chronic  form  of  this  kind  of  poisoning 
there  occurs  frequently  a  loss  of  vision." 

Yes,  it's  easy  to  "go  blind"  or  to  be 
"poisoned  into  blindness";  but  as  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  blindness  that  occurs 
throughout  the  country  is  known  to  be 
preventable,  it  is  surely  time  to  hasten 
and  to  improve  measures  in  the  task  of 
its  prevention.  Too  many  are  already 
sufficiently  handicapped  in  life  without 
having  to  suffer  the  added  calamity  of 
the  loss  of  vision. 


